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The REQUEST primitive type is used when a higher layer is requesting a service from the next lower layer.

The INDICATION primitive type is used by a layer providing a service to notify the next higher layer of activities

related to the primitive type REQUEST.

The RESPONSE primitive type is used by a layer to acknowledge receipt, from a lower layer, of the primitive type

INDICATION.

The CONFIRM primitive type is used by the layer providing the requested service to confirm that the activity has been

completed.

The precise specification of Layer-to-layer interactions is given in GSM 04.06.

Information between peer entities and between entities in adjacent layers attached to the same SAP is transferred in two

different types of message units:

- message units of a peer-to-peer protocol; and

- message units that contain layer-to-layer information concerning status and specialized service requests.

The message units of the layer 3 peer-to-peer protocol are carried by the data link connection. The message units

containing layer-to-layer information concerning status and specialized service requests are never conveyed over a data

link connection or a physical connection.

The present document introduces (see also figure 4):

a) the peer-to-peer protocol for the transfer of information and control between any pair of data link layer service

access points;

b) the interactions between the data link layer and layer 3, and between the data link layer and the physical layer.
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Figure 4: Data link layer reference model


